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741 May 19, 1898 

in the entire department of Limon since the 28th of last month, a period 
of eight days, and this, together with the fact that there has not been a 
single admission lately into either of the hospitals of Limon, is most 
reassuring, and, indeed, convincing that this section of Costa Eica is 
remarkably healthy. 

Eespectfully, yours, "Wm. H. Cabson, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, TJ. 8. M. H. 8. 
The Supervising Suegeon- General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

CUBA. 

Sanitary report from Cienfuegos. 

OiENFUEGOS, Cuba, May 8, 1899. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that the week ended May 6 saw this 
station put in working condition, as the steam chamber, which had, 
during the.two weeks previous, been removed from Santa Clara and 
set up on the disinfecting pier, was tested on Monday and our supplies 
and apparatus moved into the building with it. Surgeon Carter 
arrived on Monday night to inspect the station, and on Tuesday the 
plant was again tested. The machine works well except that, having 
no exhaust for producing a vacuum, it leaves the clothes very damp 
and requires considerable time for the steam to penetrate packed 
clothes. Surgeon Carter suggested how such an exhaust could easily 
be attached and a drawing with letter regarding the same was sent to 
the Bureau. The other apparatus and supplies consisting of 1 auto- 
clave, pots, sulphur, chloroformol are here, as is also hose for bichloride 
solution. 

On Friday, May 5, came the first application for disinfection since 
installing the plant — the schooner Anna M. Ustell, 134 tons, bound, 
light, to Ceiba, Honduras, to load fruit under the Marine-Hospital 
Service inspector, and thence to Tampa, Fla. Disinfection was begun 
on the afternoon of May 5 and completed May 7, being done, according 
to the United States regulations, with the use of sulphur, steam, and a 
solution of bichloride of mercury. She was given a certificate of disin- 
fection after the completion of the process. * * * 

The general health of the city and vicinity remains about the same 
as at last report, the failing condition of the water supply and increased 
wind and dust preceding the rainy season probably accounting for the 
slight increase in sickness. A few cases of diphtheria are reported. 

The deaths as reported to the local authorities for the two weeks 
past are as follows : Enteritis, i5 ; typhoid fever, 2 ; bilious fever, 1 ; 
measles, 1 ; dysentery, 3 ; malaria, 12 ; diphtheria, 3 ; chronic diseases, 
34 ; total deaths in two weeks, 71. 

Eespectfully, yours, S. B. Grubbs, 

Assistant Surgeon, 77. S. M. H. S. 

The Supervising Surgeon General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Sanitary report from Havana. 

Havana, Cuba, May 7, 1899. 

Sir : The following report for the week ended Thursday, May 4, is 

respectfully submitted. Beyond diphtheria and measles and the usual 

death rate from tuberculosis, there is but little to mention as to epidemic 

diseases, the last recorded death from yellow fever being credited on 



